Axial MRI shows that the 4.0 x 3.5 x 2.5-cm mass in the left parapharyngealspace appears to be distinctfrom the parotid gland.
authors admitted that they experienced much difficulty in differentiating benign from malignant smoothmuscle tumors. Mitotic activity has been found to be one of the more reliable distinguishing features, with 15 mitoses per 10 high-power fields signaling a diagnosis of a malignant smooth-muscle tumor. Zero to 5 mitoses per 10 high-power fields were reported in our patient, a finding that supported a benign process.
